Weekly Update — #06 02-06-25 newsletters@harrisonmaine.org

Hope & Kindness are not canceled...be strong and stay healthy.

e The Town Office and Transfer Station will be closed on Monday, Feb 17% for

g ’& the President’s Day Holiday!

] e Gentle reminder: the 2" half of Tax Payments are due by February 1, 2025
{ okt BEWARE of thin ice. As per ME IF&W: Please do not venture out on the ice.
\ f “.x» Itis not safe to even walk on anything less than 4 inches. 5 to 7 inches: Snowmobiling or

‘ riding ATVs is safe. 8 to 12 inches: Driving a car or small pickup is allowed. These are
safety gwdelmes you check the ice; you check the depth, and you make the decision. Be Safe!
e WINTER PARKING BAN - is still in effect until April 15.

\

Maine Fun Facts: Maine is celebrated by its inhabitants as one of the quietest, *
most serene and peaceful states to live in. It has a population of only 1.3 million
people and an estimated 24 billion trees making it an ideal location for people that

want to escape city living. With over 90% of its area covered by forest it also features over
3500 miles of rugged Atlantic coastline making it a nature lovers paradise.

Brain Teaser of the Week:

What do the numbers 11, 69 and 88 all have in common?

Last week: | am an odd number. Take away a letter and | become even. What number am 1?
Answer: Seven.

~—— ~—~ ~ ~—~— ~——————— e s s e s s

Thank you CASS NEWELL - Town Manager for all of your hard work, kindness and
respect. We appreciate all that you do... Good Luck on your next Journey &)

*** Please Slow Down when driving through the Town. ***

Cold weather is here, please reach out to the Town Office or to our Health Officer, Cathy
Pinkham at healthofficer@harrisonmaine.orq if you need assistance; No Citizen should
ever be cold, hungry, or without lights. Please, don't hesitate to get in touch with my
office if you are in need; the process for General Assistance is confidential and respectful. You will
always be treated with dignity and care.

As a friendly reminder: As temperatures are getting colder again, please check in on your elderly
friends, neighbors & animals to help ensure they are safe and warm.

*** Harrison Community United Parish Congregational Church of Harrison and N. Bridgton.
Over the years the United Parish Deacons Fund has helped Harrison people in times of family
emergencies. If you or someone you know is struggling this winter, please call the church at
583-4840 and we will return the call. Joanne Sullivan, Parish Administrator ***

Continue to look out for one another and be kind to each other. Your moment of Kindness could
mean everything to someone! Very Respectfully ~ Cass ~

The Town Garage is a working, Municipal maintenance facility. For the safety of everyone, PLEASE
Do Not Enter the Town Garage Facility, unless you are a Harrison Town Employee or Contractor.
Thank you all for your understanding and patience.
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Quote of the Week:

“Happiness often sneaks in through a door you didn’t know you left open.”
Last week’s Author is Zendaya: “There are so many great things in life; why dwell on
negativity?”

FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE ~

P~ Online Dog Licensing is open for you to register your dogs, you would click the link as
‘{f‘%'ﬂ usual on our website under “online payments”, but the program has changed through
‘ﬁ ; the Dept. of Agriculture, and they would like me to pass on this message:
<« “We ask that you let your residents know they should read the instructions on the home
page carefully and that they should have a PDF of their dog’s rabies certificate ready to
upload before clicking through to start their purchase.”

Reminder: Dog licenses expire on December 315 — A State late fee of $25 per dog applies beginning
on February 1%.

Fire Department —

If you hear an alarm sounding or have any emergency, do not call the Fire Station, please call
9-1-1. The Fire Station and phones are not manned 24/7. If you see or smell smoke, please do not
investigate yourself...Call 9-1-1 (even if you think it is someone having a campfire, be safe call 9-1-1).

Harrison Rec Dept ~ For more information contact Brianna Morris at 583-2241 ext. 304 or
recreation@harrisonmaine.org

Pre-Super Bowl Ice Skating Party — Sunday, February 9" from 10:30 am — 12:30 pm at
Bridgton Academy Ice Arena. Free Admission and skate rentals.

February Senior Lunch on Tuesday, February 18" at 1200 pm at the Community Room above the Fire
Station. It will be a Taco Bar with beef or chicken with all the fixings, and dessert.

e Reminder: Scribner’s Mills Bridge remains CLOSED to all traffic, both vehicular and pedestrian.
Engineers from Maine DOT have deemed Scribner’s Bridge (Bridge #3345) to be structurally
unsafe, warranting closure to all traffic, both vehicular and pedestrian.

SAND * SAND * SAND * SAND * SAND * SAND
e It’s that time of year to remind residents who need sand; that you are limited to two 5-gallon pails
of sand from the Transfer Station when they are open and outside the Public Works Facility. This
sand is for your walkways and steps. DO NOT fill your pick-up truck in order to sand your private
road and driveway.

- WINTER PARKING BAN is now in effect, parking on all public streets, roads, and parking lots
is prohibited during snowstorms. Vehicles will be towed at the owner’s expense. This is being
done to facilitate the plowing of snow.

NOTICE - DO NOT ENTER the Public Works/Town Garage facility area.
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From the Transfer Station ~ Remember to display your Transfer Station Sticker! The new

2025 stickers are here!

SAND * SAND * SAND * SAND * SAND * SAND
It's that time of year to remind residents who need sand; that you are limited to two 5-gallon pails of sand from
the Transfer Station when they are open. This sand is for your walkways and steps. DO NOT fill your pick-up
truck in order to sand your private road and driveway.

Harrison Village Library ~
Library Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 11-6. Saturday hours 10-2. Visit our website:
www.harrison.lib.me.us Call the library: (207) 583-2970 or email: director@harrisonvillagelibrary.org

Storytime - Please join us on Thursdays at 10:00 for Storytime. We talk, sing, read, write, and play--all the
elements that help get kids ready to read!

ArtWednesday: drop in with your kids any time between 2:00-5:30 on Wednesdays to make art and browse
books!

Saturday, February 1, at 2:00 p.m.: Book Club
This month's selection: The Women by Kristin Hannah. New members are always welcome!

Community Art Project

We have an outrageous goal: to get everyone in Harrison to make an origami crane or butterfly to display in the
library. The instructions and supplies are ready; please come by, spend some peaceful time during these cold
days making your creature, and add to the collection!

Wednesday, February 19, 4:00 p.m.: Fossils of Maine

All ages are welcome to attend, from children to adults. We'll see a slideshow of fossils found in Maine and
discuss how they’re formed; learn about Mary Anning, an English fossil collector and paleontologist; and end
with a fossil activity for children.

Saturday, March 1, 2:00 p.m.: Book Club

This month's selection: Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver. New members are always welcome!
All this month: Blind Date with a Book and Oscars Prediction Contest

Please see our website for details.

Please get in touch with the library for more information on any of our upcoming events!

Recurring Events ~

HARRISON FOOD BANK - Tuesdays — 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm Located at the Harrison Food Bank, Ronald G.
St. John Community Center located at 176 Waterford Road in Harrison, mailing address: PO Box 112,
Harrison, ME 04040 Telephone: 207-647-3384

School Options Committee: Resident questions & media inquires should be directed to
harrisoneducationoptions@gmail.com Meetings Monday’s at 4:30 pm at Community Rm.

"The Harrison Educational Options Committee has designed a survey to gather insights on how the community
of Harrison, Maine views their school in terms of educational opportunities, social connections, economic
factors, and overall community well-being. This survey is intended to be anonymous but the committee plans to
share the results with the public. You may return hard copies to the Town Office - placing them in selectboard
member Deb Kane's mailbox or mailing them to the town at PO BOX 300 c/o Deb Kane. Thank you in advance
for your input!" https://forms.gle/ViEQPVVZQChJR5F68
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Our goal is to help individuals, businesses and town officials save money while increasing resilience in the
face of climate disruption.

Join us at Meetings at the Harrison Village Library on first and third Thursdays at 7:00. New members are
welcome! Join us at Meetings at the Harrison Village Library on the first and third Thursdays at 7:00.
You can also attend via Zoom; link is in the agenda, published on our Facebook page.

For more info, email us at ResilientHarrisonMaine@agmail.com, find us on Facebook at “Resilient Harrison
Maine,” or visit our website! sites.google.com/view/resilient-harrison-maine/  Phone: 207-200-5316
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SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9TH 10:30AM-
12:30PM
BRIDGTON ACADEMY ICE ARENA
FREE ADMISSION AND RENTALS
WE WILL HAVE SNACKS, HOT COCOA,
AND WATER!







The Harrison Educational Options Committee

SURVEY OBJECTIVE:

This survey is designed to gather insights on how the community of Harrison, Maine views their school in
terms of educational opportunities, social connections, economic factors, and overall community well-being.
Results of this survey will give valuable insights into how the loss of a school could ripple across the
community, affecting not just students but also local businesses, social cohesion, and the general well-being of
residents. Note: While survey participants are intended to be anonymous, all results will be made public.
SURVEY CLOSES 02/14/2025. Please drop hard copies off at the Town Office % Deb Kane’s mailbox, or mail
to PO Box, 300 % Deb Kane, Harrison, ME 04040

DEMOGRAPHICS

What is your role in the Harrison community? (check all that apply)
Parent Less than 1 year

1-5 years

6-10 years

11+ years

Student

Teacher/Staff

Local Business Owner

Community Member

Taxpayer

Not a member of the Harrison community

How long have you been a member of the community?

EDUCATIONAL IMPACT

If the HES were to be closed, how would it affect your child's education? (for parents and guardians)
Major negative impact

Minor negative impact

No impact

Not applicable Improve

Stay the same

Decrease

Not sure

Do you think the quality of education would improve, stay the same, or decrease if the HES closed?
If the HES were to close, what educational choice will your family consider for the next school year?
Send to the new Consolidated School

Send to a closer school, even if that means changing school districts

Homeschool

Private school

| don’t know

Other (please specify)

Not applicable

SPECIAL SERVICES AND SUPPORT

How important is it to you that HES provides your family access to any necessary social services or
programs (e.g. OT, PT, ST, after school care, counseling)?
Very important

Somewhat important

Not important

Not-applicable Yes, definitely

Yes, slightly

No, not at all

Not sure

Not applicable



SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL IMPACT

Would the closure of the school affect your child?

How would you rate the impact that the school's building and grounds has on the community? (e.g.
community events, extracurricular activities, municipal functions, emergency facility, or social opportunities)
Very Important

Somewhat Important

Not important at all Yes, definitely

Yes, somewhat

No, they would still feel connected

Not sure

It would negatively impact relationships

It would have no impact on relationships

Do you think students would feel less connected to the community if the HES closed?
How would the closure affect relationships within your school community (e.g., between parents,
students, teachers, etc.)?

It would improve relationships

Not sure

My job would be negatively impacted.

My job would be positively impacted.

It would have no effect

Educational opportunities for children
Community engagement and social connections
Economic benefits to the local area
Accessibility for students and families

Other (please specify)

ECONOMIC IMPACT

How do you think the closure of the school would affect your family’s employment situation?
GENERAL OPINIONS

What do you believe are the most important reasons to keep the school open? (Select all that apply)
What is your biggest concern with the potential closure of HES? (Select all that apply)
Transportation

Loss of building to the community

Loss of small-school environment for students and parents

Loss of before/after school care in the community

No concerns

As the district considers locations for a new Consolidated Elementary School, what is the farthest
distance you’re comfortable sending your elementary—age child on a bus?

1-5 miles

6-10 miles

11-15 miles

16+ miles

Not applicable

FINAL THOUGHTS
Please share any additional comments or concerns regarding the potential closure of the school.
(Open-ended response)



