Harrison Educational Options Committee
Meeting #7
January 30, 2025 4:30pm United Parish Vestry

Attendees:
Mike Guiffre, Wendy Gallant, Andrea Lavery, Amy Gerry, Deb Kane
Note: Matthew Frank has resigned from this committee

Mission of this committee: A committee tasked with providing clear and accurate information on the
scholastic options available to its citizenry, and to empower families to make informed decisions that best
suit their children’s educational needs.

Meeting Discussion:
e Survey: itis ready to go. Plan is to distribute it on Monday 2/3 electronically
o Deb will print and request copies / make copies at the town office on Monday 2/3. Estimating
200 copies to be distributed around town — Andrea and Amy to assist.
o Paper copies can be returned to Deb’s selectboard mailbox
o Deb to talk w/ Selectboard, interim town manager, Denise —to attach the survey to the weekly
Harrison email (Mon 2/3)
o Returnrequested by 2/14
e Update on Lawyer
o Mike got some names from his attorney and will contact them
o Phil got afew names from our town attorney — Mike will also reach out to them
e We started organizing our discussion around options and information we need to know about each
o Stay where we are with MSAD17
Go to an entirely new district
Hybrid version of this — HES and school choice for upper grades
Secede and become our own district
Home school
o Private school
o  We will discuss information needed about each option at our next meeting
o Wendy discovered that there is a state mandate by 2026 that public Pre-K must be available to all 4-
year olds in the state

O O O O

Actions Items:
o The committee will think about information we need to know about each option for discussion next
week (cost, transportation, services, etc)
e The committee will work on discovering information about our town’s current student count and
where / how they are receiving their education
o The committee will think about questions to ask of the attorney
o The committee will follow through on tasks related to distribution of the survey.

Next Meeting: Thursday, February 6" at 4:30pm - at the United Parish

Meeting minutes taken by: Deb Kane, Secretary
Please contact me with any corrections or additions — thank you!
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Contact information:

Deb Kane (Selectboard member): dkane@harrisonmaine.org
Mike Guiffre: mjguff@gmail.com

Amy Gerry: agerry05@live.com

Wendy Gallant: wendygallant101@gmail.com

Andrea Lavery: andrea.lavery@icloud.com
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