Harrison Educational Options Committee
Meeting #17
June 55,2025 4:30pm United Parish church

Attendees:
Andrea Lavery, Wendy Gallant, Amy Gerry, Deb Kane, Dale King
Absent: Mike Guiffre Zoom call with: Mr. Dan Stockford from Brann & Isaacson Law

Mission of this committee: A committee tasked with providing clear and accurate information on the scholastic
options available to its citizenry, and to empower families to make informed decisions that best suit their children’s
educational needs.

Meeting Discussion:
¢ We reviewed our status with Mr Stockford and thoughts on options as follows:
o Stay with the Oxford Hills district — comply with consolidation
o Join the Lakes Region district, keep our elementary school as one of their schools
o Join the Lakes Region district, close our elementary school and move the students to existing
LR elementary schools
o Run our own elementary school — secure agreements with the other local districts for our
students to select where they would go next (choice).
e Mr Stockford provided information as to how his firm would assist - that would happen once the
decision to withdraw from MSAD17 occurred including negotiations, contracts, agreements.
¢ We reviewed a proposed schedule for town meetings and referendum votes.
¢ We decided to draft a formal letter to MSAD17 to ensure their awareness to our committee and the
work we are doing, including that withdrawal is an option, in order to ensure this is included in their
discussions on the elementary consolidation. This letter will be reviewed with the selectboard at the
meeting next Thursday 6/12.
e We noted that there will be a vote on $20k by the town to put aside for any legal or consulting work
needed for these investigations at the town meeting on 6/11.
¢  We will plan to create a concrete schedule of events at our next meeting.

Actions Items:
*  Wendy: created a draft letter via ChatGPT to Heather Manchester as discuss
e Deb tosenditto Dan S. for review — will present it at the Selectboard on 6/12
e We asked Dan S. to forward invoices for his time to us for payment

Next Meeting: Our next meeting will be Thursday, July 10" due to the 4" of July holiday at 4:30pm.

Meeting minutes taken by: Deb Kane, Secretary
Please contact me with any corrections or additions — thank you!

Contact information:

Deb Kane {Selectboard member): dkane@harrisonmaine.org
Mike Guiffre: mjguff@gmail.com

Amy Gerry: agerry05@live.com

Wendy Gallant: wendygallant101@gmail.com

Andrea Lavery: andrea.lavery@icloud.com

Dale King: daleking004@gmail.com
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