Harrison Announces the Formation of the Harrison Education Options Committee

Cass Newell (Harrison, Maine Town Manager) and Matthew Frank (Select Board Chair) have
created a new committee to inform its citizens on potential next steps and options regarding the
recent vote to consolidate elementary schoois in MSAD 17.

The H.E.O.C. will work to provide all Harrison residents with the information needed to decide,
via vote, on the preferred process moving forward to ensure its students will be provided with

suitable options for attending school.

Harrison and its residents have many concemns about this proposal, including, but not limited to,
the potential distance of travel and reasonable logistics for students, widespread detrimental
effects on our community, lost businesses, lost tax revenue, and, most importantly, education

opportunities for our resident’s children.

Harrison, a small rural town in the L.ake Region of Maine, has long been a significant financial
supporter of MSAD 17 while covering a small percentage of students.

The committee's goal is to provide accurate information to its residents, who will vote on a plan
for proceeding with our schools in the district. Key dates include a resident survey in February,
public hearings and a special vote in March, final hearings, and a resident official ballot in June.

Harrison resident Mike Guiffre has been named chairman of the H.E.O.C., with Deb Kane acting
secretary, Members include retired Connecticut Principal Andrea Lavery and residents Wendy
Gallant and Amy Gerry. Information will be posted on the H.E.O.C.'s public Facebook page.

Per chairman Mike Guiffre, “This committee was formed with the fown leadership to aid our
residents in making informed decisions on potential school options. We will provide extensive
details on how consolidation may affect our community and provide information for the residents
to vote on. This is their town, their children, and therefore their choice. We look forward to

becoming a valuable resource”.

H.E.O.C mission statement: The Harrison Educational Options Committee is an initiative tasked
with providing clear and accurate information on the scholastic options available fo its citizenry
and empowering farnilies to make informed decisions that best suit their children’s educational

needs

Resident questions and media inquiries should be directed to
harrisoneducationoptions@gmail.com




